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By Olivia Dorsey, Chairperson 

                   ince the 2004 opening of  
                   the Central Library, the Kansas  
               City Public Library has been the  
catalyst for a renewed spirit of 
civic engagement in our com-
munity. Spurred by the visionary 
leadership of Crosby Kemper III 
and its Board of Trustees, the Li-
brary has welcomed the commu-
nity with provocative author and 
arts events, expanded business and career  
services, and creative activities to promote 
reading and imagination among our children 
and teenagers. 

Many of these projects and expanded offer-
ings have been achieved through philanthropy. 

The Kansas City Public Library Foundation 
was established to enhance the Library’s pro-
grams, collections and facilities by seeking and 
stewarding private support. Through this news-
letter you’ll learn about individuals and organi-
zations whose philanthropy sustains a margin 

foundation
Library excellence depends on  
community support 

Bluford on page 3

K A N S A S  C I T Y  P U B L I C  L I B R A R Y

Volume 1 • Number 1

WintER 2009-10

SMission
The Kansas City Public Library 
Foundation develops friends 
and funds for the Kansas City 
Public Library.

Claudia Baker, Director 

Board of Trustees

Olivia Dorsey, Chairperson
Cheryl Brown Henderson
Laurie Ingram
Crosby Kemper III
Jonathan Kemper
Thomas R. Brous
Wiliam Nelson

Bluford Branch enhanced by dedicated supporter

The renovation of our Lucile H. Bluford 
Branch Library will include a very per-
sonal touch from former Kansas Citian 

Diane Yukon Brownstone.  
Since 1997, the Brownstone Book Fund in New 

York has selected 110 libraries across the coun-
try each year to receive 100 children’s books, no 
strings attached. The Kansas City Public Library 
has benefited from this program, choosing books 
for infants to kindergartners from a list lovingly 

of excellence for the Library. You’ll 
learn about programs that touch the 
lives of thousands of children, youth 
and adults, and the librarians whose 
dedication supports people using 
the Library to achieve their dreams.

Tax support from our urban 
Library District will always be 
essential to our service. The 
Library would not survive without 

it. However, tax revenues alone can no longer 
sustain the level of excellence in the collections, 
facilities and technology required to meet the 
needs and aspirations of our customers.

Thanks to your generosity, and the support 
of our entire community, the Kansas City Public 
Library was honored to receive the prestigious 
2008 National Medal for Museum and Library 
Service. I look forward to continuing our 
partnership through the Library Foundation to 
assure that our library is always among the very 
best in the nation

compiled by Diane Brownstone.  

Library is a community hub
Two years ago Diane called the Library asking 
whether our children’s collections and facilities 
needed help. It was a well-timed call. Plans were 
just getting underway for a dramatic update 
of the Bluford Branch at 31st and Prospect, 
built more than 20 years ago, before libraries 
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By Scott Baumgartner

Only a few decades ago finding a job 
didn’t include emailing, job search-
ing on employment websites, or for 

some, even having a resumé. 
“They used to walk into a business and 

ask ‘are you hiring?’ and that was it,” Pam 
Jenkins, Business Librarian at Kansas City 
Public Library’s downtown location said. 
“We’ve seen people who had worked 25 
years, were gainfully employed, and never 
learned how to use a computer.” 

Now with the information age in full 
bloom, some job-seekers are at risk of  
getting lost in the new high tech expecta-
tions of 2009. With approximately 15 mil-
lion Americans unemployed, Kansas City  
residents must be able to connect and com-
municate with possible employers. 

Breaking the technology barrier
Jenkins and her colleagues at the H&R Block 
Business and Career Center are giving patrons 
the support they need in this trying job market. 
Established with funding from H&R Block 
and the H&R Block Foundation, the Center is 
equipped to help people begin the basic steps 
for getting back on their feet, such as setting 
up an email address, formatting a resumé and 

Block Business and Career Center changes lives

understanding how to search databases for 
job opportunities. These simple tasks can 
be intimidating to some who haven’t worked 
with or owned computers, but they are vital 
for job hunting in the 21st century. 

Along with job hunting basics, the Cen-
ter works to deliver needed information on 
personal finance, nonprofit management 
and small business development. Already 
the Center has played an intricate role  
informing, supporting and sometimes  
inspiring patrons. “People have told me they 
abandoned their idea of being an entrepre-
neur, and now they’re reviving it again.”

Library helps displaced workers
Jenkins has worked as business librarian for 

20 years after working in the private sector. 
“I saw how important information is to busi-
nesses,” Jenkins noted of her experience be-
fore coming to the Kansas City Public Library. 
Now her expertise is an important resource 
for people trying to get back to work and oth-
ers who want to try something new.  

With the economy in a state of turmoil, 
Jenkins has seen first hand the struggles 
families have faced in the job market. “It has 
made the state of the economy and the state 
of people’s lives much more personal.” She 
has also seen the Center play an active role 
in helping patrons get back on track. “I’ve had 
people come back in to say ‘I got the job.’” 
Jenkins said, grinning. “There’s a word for 
that: awesome.”

Pam Jenkins directs the 

H&R Block Business 

and Career Center at 

the Central Library; the 

Center’s online resources 

are accessible at all 10 

Kansas City Public Library 

locations.
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became critical bridges across 
the digital divide. Today Bluford 
has a strong following among 
children, teenagers and adults 
in one of our community’s 
most distressed neighbor-
hoods. Diane adopted renova-
tion of the children’s area as her 
project. She and her husband, 
Clyde, visited in June to see it 
for themselves.

Renovation reflects love of books
When the Bluford Branch reopens early next year you’ll see a 
special sign of the Brownstone Foundation’s generosity in the 
children’s space. Virginia Lee Burton’s The Little House will be on 
display. It has been a favorite of Diane’s from the time she at-
tended Border Star Elementary School, frequented the library at 
Southwest and fell in love with books. 

Books to Go instills a lifelong love of reading 
By Scott Baumgartner 

ost homes have televisions; 
many have computers; but 

how many households have 
books? The Library’s program Books to Go 
puts books in the hands of toddlers, planting 
the seed of literacy long before school.

Head of the program Carrie McDonald 
compared reading books to watching televi-
sion. “Television is not interactive. But books 
are a bonding experience. That’s why we 
make sure books are in the environment.”

McDonald and her small team ensure 
that around 14,000 books are boxed and 
sent to 435 preschools, home child care 
centers and Head Start locations weekly.

A focus on six essential skills
The program is founded on “6 by 6,” the six 
skills a child should acquire before the age 
of two. Having fun with books; noticing print 
in the surroundings; talking; telling stories; 
looking for letters; and learning to sing and 
rhyme are the six rudimentary skills that lay 
the framework for a rich reading experience 

Bluford from page 1

Through a partnership with the Center for Equitable 
Education and J.E. Dunn Construction Co., Bluford Branch 
teenagers are learning about each step in the six-month 
renovation process. For more renovation photos visit  
www.kclibrary.org.

later in a child’s life. Books to Go pairs books 
with environments and professionals that 
are dedicated to these six steps. 

McDonald admits that because some 
of books are taken home by children, they 
don’t always get returned. But she doesn’t 
see this as a problem, citing that if children 
are possibly in a poor living environment 
or moving often between parents, at least 
they have a good book with them. 

Carrie McDonald’s office is surrounded by boxes 
filled with books to be delivered to more than 
7,000 children at child care sites each month.  

Books are loved and used
Despite having thousands of titles to work 
with, Books to Go uses every book until it lit-
erally can no longer be read. “They either 
wear out from being used to death, or they 
just don’t get returned.”

McDonald also sees to it that prisons, 
handicapped children and retirement com-
munities have something compelling and 
fun to read, but Books to Go is her passion. 
“It’s the best thing I’ve done professionally,” 
she said. She noted that even the Books to 
Go delivery driver, a father of three, prides 
himself on getting books into the hands of 
children. 

For some children, this program is the 
beginning of a great love for books that will 
span a lifetime. McDonald mentioned one 
young boy from a local Montessori school 
who had discovered the benefits of Books 
to Go. “He dragged his mother to the library 
and wouldn’t give her a moment’s peace 
until he had his own library card, and his 
own box of books.” 

Diane Brownstone’s early experi-
ence in Kansas City inspired her 
to adopt the children’s library at 
the Bluford Branch as her special  
contribution to the renovation.

M
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Library Director and Chief Executive Crosby Kemper III visited with 
guests before presenting the luncheon keynote address about the 
significance of libraries to civilization. 

Library Foundation Director Claudia 
Baker welcomed members of the 
Greenwood Society, Signature 
Society and other loyal donors at 
the November donor appreciation 
luncheon at the Central Library.

Give the gift of knowledge

his holiday season, you can give your community 
gifts to treasure: sparkling interaction with authors 

and the arts . . . priceless special collections . . . services to 
open the world of reading to children . . . lively civic engagement 
. . . and Library facilities to welcome the public. All it takes is your 
donation—of cash, memorials and tributes, stock, or a bequest 
through your will or trust. When you support the Library Foun-
dation you help ensure our Library’s mission of being a doorway 
to knowledge for all. To learn more or to receive our newslet-
ter about planned giving options, please contact Claudia Baker, 
Foundation Director, at 816-701-3518 or claudiabaker@kclibrary.
org. We are grateful for your past support and look forward to a 
new year filled with all the delights of knowledge!

T

The Kansas City Public Library Foundation newsletter is published periodi-
cally during the year and posted on the Library’s website at www.kclibrary.
org under the Giving tab.  To learn more about opportunities to support the 
Library, or if you have questions regarding the newsletter, please contact 
Claudia Baker at 816-701-3518 or claudiabaker@kclibrary.org


